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Does My Child have Language Processing Disorder?

By Basha Ontiveros M.S., CCC-SLP, Director, Speech & Learning Connections
 

Language processing disorders are the most common type of learning disability.  Children with processing problems typically have trouble understanding conversation, remembering directions, hearing words correctly and expressing themselves verbally. Language processing difficulties don't suddenly appear in early elementary school; they are usually a continuation of specific language problems present in early childhood. However, associated difficulty with reading and spelling as they begin school is often the first time that a child is evaluated and diagnosed.  It is important for parents to be aware of the most common signs of a Language Processing Disorder to determine if further evaluation is warranted.  Realize that it is normal for children to display a few behaviors on the list, but a persistent pattern of symptoms may indicate a language disability. 

Recognizing the signs in preschoolers

· Doesn't seem to understand.  "He doesn't listen, he doesn't do what I ask" 
· Late to talk. Children should be saying one word around one year of age and combining two words by  age two. 
· Uses "made up words".   If a child has trouble remembering the names of things (word retrieval problems), one creative way to solve the problem is to make it up. For example, a friend tells another little boy he liked to visit the "zoomesum" 
· Ear infections.    Some children who suffer middle ear fluid problems for prolonged period of time can exhibit language processing, auditory processing and learning disabilities later. 

 

Recognizing the signs in school age children

· Misunderstands often and says "huh, what?” 
· Long response time to answer a question or get a joke. 

· Self-consciousness about speaking which creates a cycle of not speaking in high pressure situations such as the classroom. 
· Uses pauses and fillers in speech such as ummm and "well" and repetitions due to difficulty organizing their thoughts. 
· Reading problems whether they be dyslexia or reading comprehension 
· Tires easily, particularly from school 
· Math difficulty

 

What parents can do to help
After an evaluation has determined the root cause of the child's problems, if it is a language 
processing problem, parents can:

· Preview events. Tell the child beforehand what is going to happen, give them background information for new places and events. 
· Get the child’s attention before speaking 
· Reduce distractions 
· Look at your listener 
· Be clear, use simple language and use vocabulary at your child's level 
· Repeat what you said. 
· Use visual supports such as pictures, gestures and facial expressions. 
· Allow extra time for response with no interruptions

 

There's no single, simple way to determine if there is a language processing problem. To ensure an accurate diagnosis, it is extremely important to have your child evaluated by an experienced, professional speech-language pathologist and reading specialist. Once a diagnosis is made, speech therapy is recommended – the earlier, the better.  

For more information, you may contact Basha Ontiveros, founder and director of speech and learning connections, 309-663-4172 or www.speechandlearningconnections.com
